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Introduction:
This resource contains a selection of activities for use as part of a service of all-age worship. Select the activities which 
will work best for your situation. The service makes use of three downloadable video clips from the �lm Nativity! (E1 
Entertainment, in UK cinemas from 27th November 2009). These can be downloaded free of charge and are an integral 
part of the two talks at the heart of the service. While you download the clips, don�t forget to take a look at our other 
church and school resources based around Nativity!

Download the clips from 

Nativity! is an improvised comedy from director Debbie Isitt (Confetti), starring Martin Freeman (The Of�ce,  
Hitch-hiker�s Guide to the Galaxy). Failed actor Paul Maddens (Freeman) is a primary teacher who reluctantly takes on 
the task of organising his school�s nativity play. Paul�s rivalry with Gordon Shakespeare (Jason Watkins), his counterpart 
at the local private school, gets out of hand when he is overheard claiming that a leading Hollywood producer is going 
to turn his play into a �lm. The �news� gets out, and events spiral out of Paul�s control as the performance draws closer 
and closer.

In Nativity! Mr Poppy (Marc Wootton), the teaching assistant, is an unexpected addition to the classroom. Instead of 
behaving as Mr Maddens and the audience might expect, Mr Poppy is child-like and fun to be with. Jesus Christ was 
born as a baby and confounded expectations as he grew up. The Bible teaches that followers of Christ will be people 
who live exceptional lives, confounding expectations and becoming like servants in order to demonstrate Christ�s love 
to the world.

You Will Need:
Video downloads from the �lm Nativity! and the means to play them to the congregation 

Download from 

Presents if you are using Opening Activity: Unexpected Gifts 
Costumes (and actors) if you are using Drama: Shining Bright 
Cards for children to hold up if you are using Sermon/Talk 1: Not What We Were Expecting 
Candles if you are using Response Activity: Shining Like Stars 
Star-shaped sticky notes if you are using Response Activity: You�re A Star

Before the Service: Nativity! Trailer
Play the trailer for the �lm Nativity! as the congregation arrives.

Download from 

4 ' Damaris Trust 2009
www.damaris.org



Suggested Songs and Hymns:
Down to earth (Stephen Fischbacher, from the album Down to Earth, Fischy Music)

From heaven you came (the Servant King) (Graham Kendrick, Worship Today, 100)

From the squalor of a borrowed stable (Stuart Townend, Worship Today, 103)

In the bleak midwinter (Christina Rossetti, Songs of Fellowship, 243)

Into the darkness of this world (Maggi Dawn, Worship Today, 211)

It was on a starry night (Joy Webb, Kidsource Combined, 571)

Jesus, name above all names (Naida Hearn, Worship Today, 238)

Meekness and majesty (Graham Kendrick, Worship Today, 291)

Name of all majesty (Timothy Dudley-Smith, Worship Today, 306)

See him lying on a bed of straw (Michael Perry, Kidsource Combined, 291)

There’s a star (James Wright, Kidsource Combined, 731)

You laid aside your majesty (Noel Richards, Worship Today, 492)

Opening activity: Unexpected gifts
In advance of the service prepare some presents wrapped in Christmas paper with prominently displayed gift tags, either 
with generic names (Grandma, Auntie Jessie, Bob etc.) or the speci�c names of people in your congregation. Explain 
that you got a bit muddled when wrapping your gifts and put the wrong tags on. Hold up the gifts one by one and 
explain what�s inside (if you�re really diligent you could actually wrap these items, otherwise just tell the congregation 
what it is). Include a number of items that clearly don�t match the person (e.g. Grandma is getting a set of hair 
straighteners, a toddler is getting a power drill, Dad getting a Barbie doll). Ask the children in the congregation to help 
you sort out the correct present for each person. Ask them how they think the people would have felt if they�d received 
the unexpected present. Explain that in today�s service you are going to be thinking about how Jesus didn�t always 
behave the way people wanted him to, and he often surprised people with the things he said and did. Even though he 
wasn�t what people expected, Jesus was still the best gift imaginable.
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Drama: Shining Bright!

Cast:

Stella � a star

Hertzsprung � another star

This sketch needs two actors who are 
prepared to look foolish in front of the 
congregation. Both should be dressed 
as stars. Both are con�dent and rather 
full of their own importance. As a 
costume we suggest making them star 
headdresses like the ones in the clip 
�Sparkle and Shine� from Nativity! - 
although if you have the means to make 
full body star costumes that would be 
even better! Throughout the sketch they 
face the audience and converse out of 
the sides of their mouths as though not 
wanting the congregation to see that they 
are arguing.

Stella: 		 Morning.

Hertzsprung: 	 (Jumps) Hello there. Sorry - didn�t see you. You�re a little dim.

Stella: 	 Dim? I don�t think so. Perhaps you were so dazzled that you couldn�t see me.

Hertzsprung:  	Hardly. Look here, I don�t mean to be rude or anything, but I have rather important business here, so 
if you wouldn�t mind moving along that would be very helpful.

Stella: 	 Moving along? I think there must be some misunderstanding. This is my spot.

Hertzsprung:	 Sorry?

Stella: 	 My spot. My shining spot. My little corner, if you will. My dazzling point, my ritzy glitzy venue, my 
sparkling citadel. You are standing in my shining spot.

Hertzsprung:	 No, no. You�re quite mistaken. This particular �shining spot� is reserved for a 24 carat sparkler such as 
myself. It�s not for the likes of you.

Stella:	 But you�re not even terribly shiny! You�re more a lowlight than a highlight. (Pointing behind him) You 
haven�t even got any stardust in your wake.

Herzsprung:	 Madam, how dare you! I�m cut to my thermonuclear core by that assertion. Besides, the stardust trail 
is SO last season. None of the stars are sporting them anymore. I read it in Heat. You�re clearly behind 
the times.
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Stella:	 Behind the times? Well, at least I�m not living in another galaxy! Now, push off and shine that little 
light of yours somewhere else.

Herzsprung:	 I will not. If anything, your rather dark attitude has made me more determined to stay and shine for as 
long as I feel like it!

The pair jostles for a bit, nudging one another and continuing to make pointed remarks. Eventually, they give up the 
struggle, tired.

Stella:	 I don�t suppose...

Herzsprung:	 I suppose...

Stella:	 It really is a rather large universe. Perhaps we could stand together for a bit. Take in the view.

Herzsprung:	 Well, I daresay I might enjoy your company for a little while. It can get quite lonely up here all day 
shining my heart out.

Stella:		 I�m Stella.

Herzsprung:		 Herzsprung.

Stella:		 Bless you.

Herzsprung:		 No, Herzsprung. It�s my name.

Stella:		 Oh. Oh, I see. Well, it�s nice to shine with you, Herzsprung.

Herzsprung:	 And you, Stella. Now, could you move just a little to the left, you�re blocking my light ever so slightly?

The pair �dazzles� the congregation (smiling, twinkling) in a competitive manner for a minute.

Stella: 		 Er, Herzsprung?

Herzsprung:		 Yes?

Stella:		 Do you fancy a cup of tea and a doughnut? I�m all shone out.

Herzsprung:	 Oh, that�s the brightest idea you�ve had all morning. There�s a place just down the Milky Way. They do 
a fantastic Mars Bar tray bake if you fancy it.

Stella:	 I do. Although I prefer a nice bit of rocket cake.

The pair exit debating the merits of various cakes.
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In the �lm Nativity! we meet two very different kinds of teacher: Mr Maddens and Mr Poppy. Mr Maddens is very 
organised and keeps his class under control. One day he returns to his classroom to �nd a new classroom assistant.

It is clear from the start that Mr Maddens and Mr Poppy are not going to get on. Where Mr Maddens is strict and 
straight-laced, Mr Poppy plays clapping games with the children before the lesson. Mr Maddens is professionally turned 
out in a shirt and tie; Mr Poppy wears an old checked shirt. If Mr Maddens was asked what sort of teaching assistant 
he�d expect to get, he probably wouldn�t choose someone like Mr Poppy. Mr Poppy is an unexpected arrival. In fact, 
he�s a classroom assistant unlike anything Mr Maddens has known before. Let�s watch a clip to see Mr Poppy in action.

Show clip 5: �Playtime� from the �lm Nativity! (E1 Entertainment, UK release date 27th November 2009)

Download from  

[The bell rings and the whole class, including  
Mr Poppy, charge to the door as Mr 
Maddens shouts at them to sit down. 
We then see Mr Poppy running around 
the playground with a parka jacket 
tied around his neck like superman. Mr 
Maddens calls him back into the building 
and, as the children shout, �Poppy! Poppy!� 
he runs back into the playground by another 
exit and begins playing leapfrog.]

Mr Poppy is unexpected and unusual. Most 
teaching assistants or teachers don�t rush 
around playing tag and leapfrog or wearing 
their jacket like superman!

[Invite the children in the congregation to tell 
you why teachers and teaching assistants don�t normally behave like Mr Poppy. Ask if they�d like them to behave like him. 
If they say �yes� (as they probably will) ask them why they�d like a teaching assistant like that � they�d be good fun to have 
around, they would be friends, they�d understand what it�s like to be a child.]

The children in the class need someone like Mr Maddens who is serious and sensible, but they also need someone like 
Mr Poppy who is fun and who understands what being a child is like.

During Advent we look forward to Jesus� birth, and at Christmas we remember what happened when the Messiah, the 
special person sent by God to rescue us, was actually born. 

[Show the signs saying Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace again.]

Some people expected the Messiah to be someone like Mr Maddens who would tell them what to do and would be a 
mighty leader, but, a bit like Mr Poppy, Jesus was an unexpected arrival. He was not born in a palace, but a stable. He 
was not wealthy and powerful, he was poor and weak. He did not want people to serve him; he chose to be a servant to 
all. In fact, Jesus was such a servant that when he grew up he was even prepared to die on the cross to save us. 

Let�s read some words written by the Apostle Paul that describe what sort of person Jesus was:

If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from 
his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make 
my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and 
purpose.
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Do nothing out of sel�sh ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better 
than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made 
in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to death� even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the 
highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Philippians 2:1-11

Jesus did not think that he needed to make himself important but he made himself nothing. Instead of lording it over 
people and demanding that they pay attention to him, Jesus was humble and served people. Instead of making sure that 
he only spent time with important or religious people, Jesus spent time with tax collectors, lepers, prostitutes, outcasts 
and sinners. Instead of impressing everyone by showing off his amazing powers, Jesus became a frail, fragile baby whose 
�rst bed was a manger and who would grow up to be cruci�ed between two thieves. In Jesus, God shows us that he 
knows what it is like to be a human being.

It�s a bit like a teaching assistant 
or a teacher coming to your 
classroom and joining in with your 
games at playtime. It�s unexpected 
and it�s great because it makes you 
feel special and precious to know 
that someone loves you enough to 
want to spend time with you and 
get to know you.

At Christmas time it�s good to 
remember that God loved us so 
very much that he sent his own son, 
Jesus, to rescue us from sin. Jesus 
came to show us how to live our 
lives. He challenged people to love 
one another, to serve the poor and 
needy, to be radical and unexpected. 

God is still challenging us today. When we follow Jesus, we have to make some radical choices. We have to choose to 
live his way, not ours. We have to choose to put him �rst in our lives. We have to choose to live in unexpected ways.

The question for us to think about as we look forward to Christmas together is whether we are really prepared to live 
unexpected lives that make a difference in our communities and demonstrate our Messiah to the world.
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