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This script is provided, subject to the copyright notice at the bottom, for you to present your own, adapted, version of this Pollard on Film programme in live events (NOT for broadcast or republication in any form).  To do this...

1. Go to this programme page on www.pollardonfilm.com (click on “view all programmes” to see the catalogue). IMPORTANT: If this programme is no longer live on the site it means that the film is no longer in its promotional window and we no longer have the right to provide the clips for you – in that case you will not be able to download the clips for this film and you must NOT use them if you have already downloaded them. (NB The promotional window usually lasts until 6 months after the release of the DVD)
2. Follow the link to download the “Clips and graphics only version”.  NB Unless, by special arrangement with the film company, we are able to make this open-access you will need a current subscription to www.toolsfortalks.com to access the download (the download is free to ToolsForTalks subscribers).
3. View Nick Pollard’s version of this programme and the “Clips and graphics only version” – both in relation to this script.

4. Feel free to edit this script, and skip through sections of the clips as appropriate for your needs in the live event where you are presenting it.
Pollard on Film programme:

Last Chance Harvey and relationships
	Script
	Visuals 

	Last Chance Harvey combines a charming romance with some honest questions about relationships
	

	It tells the story of Harvey who is visiting London for his daughter’s wedding
	

	He is devastated to hear that she wants her step-father, not him, to walk her down the aisle.
	

	
	Clip - Brian has been part of my life

	By chance Harvey meets Kate, herself the daughter of a broken marriage, whose attempts to find romance have been humiliating failures. Kate is played by Emma Thompson, a brilliant actress, who accurately portrays the lonely experience of many in such situations. Dustin Hoffman, who plays Harvey, described this in a recent interview
	

	
	Interview – Being alone

	A chance encounter brings Harvey and Kate together and they find a shared openness about their struggles in life
	

	
	Clip – stiff upper lip

	Their relationship develops but Kate soon expresses what they both know – that, no matter how attracted they are to each other, they are deeply flawed and cause pain to those they love
	

	
	Clip – I can be mean

	Although he jokes, Harvey had already admitted this when he interrupted the speeches at his daughter’s wedding
	

	
	Clip – Father of the bride

	Notice how he referred to her vulnerability. He knows that she could have reacted to the pain by developing a hard shell that wouldn’t let anyone in, as Kate is being tempted to do. But what would happen then? If we refuse to be vulnerable will we ever develop any true relationships?
	

	
	Question: If we refuse to be vulnerable will we ever develop any true relationships?

	The British philosopher CS Lewis said that “to love at all is to be vulnerable”. He said that it is possible to avoid a broken heart by locking it up safe in a dark, motionless, airless place.  It will not become broken but it will become unbreakable, impenetrable and irredeemable.  As he put it “there is only one place outside of heaven where you can be perfectly safe from all the dangers of love – and that is hell.”  That’s how a philosopher put it – but it’s the same concept that is explored in this film. Although they have only just met, there is such chemistry between Harvey and Kate that they know they can bring great happiness to each other.
	

	
	Clip – don’t go 

	But even when they dance with smiles on their faces they each know that their faults and failings can also bring great pain to a relationship. This delightful romantic film can be enjoyed at many levels. The storyline is engaging, the acting is superb – but the question it raises about relationships will lead many to think more deeply. And perhaps the best way of doing this is to go back to the philosopher CS Lewis. In his book The Four Loves he talked about different types of love... such as the affection of family members, the friendship of people who share a common goal, the romance of two who are “in love”.  And his view was that all of these must be given their proper context through the overarching love of God.  And, if we don’t have that in its right place then human relationships can spiral out of control and become destructive.  As a Christian CS Lewis believed the words of Jesus who said “love the Lord your God with all your heart, your soul, your mind and your strength – and love your neighbour as yourself”.
	“love the Lord your God with all your heart, your soul, your mind and your strength – and love your neighbour as yourself”. Jesus

	For CS Lewis those are in that order for a specific reason – it is the love of God that gives us the overall context for all other forms of love. Whatever you think about this I reckon that Last Chance Harvey will help you think again about love and consider where it might be found. When you watch the film, do stay right through the credits because there’s a significant little post-script in a final scene involving Kate’s mother. In the same way, perhaps I should give the last word to Eileen Atkins who plays Kate’s mother in the film 
	

	
	Eileen Atkins – never know where might find love
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