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This script is provided, subject to the copyright notice at the bottom, for you to present your own, adapted, version of this Pollard on Film programme in live events.  To do this...
1. Go to this programme page on www.pollardonfilm.com (click on “view all programmes” to see the catalogue). IMPORTANT: If this programme is no longer live on the site it means that the film is no longer in its promotional window and we no longer have the right to provide the clips for you – in that case you will not be able to download the clips for this film and you must NOT use them if you have already downloaded them. (NB The promotional window usually lasts until 6 months after the release of the DVD)
2. Follow the link to download the “Clips and graphics only version”.  NB Unless, by special arrangement with the film company, we are able to make this open-access you will need a current subscription to www.toolsfortalks.com to access the download (the download is free to ToolsForTalks subscribers) .
3. View Nick Pollard’s version of this programme and the “Clips and graphics only version” – both in relation to this script.
4. Feel free to edit this script, and skip through sections of the clips as appropriate for your needs in the live event where you are presenting it.
Pollard on Film programme: Marley and discovering something better
	Script
	Visuals 

	Marley and Me is a superb film based on the book by John Grogan in which he tells the story of his marriage, his kids and his dog
	

	
	Clip 

	This is not some fairytale story of a perfect life, it’s an honest story of the ups and downs of everyday life where things don’t always work out as planned or meet our expectations.  Owen Wilson, who plays John Grogan, describes it this way. 
	

	
	Clip

	We all have expectations of life which often don’t come true – or they clash with the expectations of others who share their lives with us
	

	
	Clip 

	Grogan also has a friend who has very different expectations for his own life - as a free-wheeling bachelor with an exciting career. And he offers Grogan a warning and a solution.
	

	
	Clip 

	So Grogan takes his wife to choose a puppy with great expectations of what he will look like as the master of this dog
	

	
	Clip 

	Yes, dogs have their own way of showing that they belong.  Having marked his territory he carries on making trouble
	

	
	Clip 

	So they run after him as he grabs food, chases other dogs and attacks postmen
	Clip

	Anyone who’s had a puppy knows what this is like.  Your plans for a perfect dog who would demonstrate complete obedience turn into a catalogue of apologies that he is not behaving as he should.  There’s a great example of this in the scene where Grogan gives his wife a necklace.
	

	
	Clip

	I think Jennifer Aniston, who plays Grogan’s wife, is quite right when she says that part of the immense appeal of this film is that we can all identify with things that happen in it.
	

	
	Clip

	I certainly found myself laughing at many points and identifying with what happened.  Life doesn’t always go to plan – but sometimes this means that we discover something better.  In this film they found deeper relationships with one another and with the dog.  Perhaps it’s helpful for each of us to think of times when life has not worked out as expected but we’ve discovered something better.
	

	
	Question: Have you had times when life has not worked out as expected but you’ve discovered something better?

	Of course, sometimes when things go wrong we can rework them and try again.  There’s an illustration of that in the film.
	

	
	Clip

	There are several points like that in this story as they reset their relationship and think again about their expectations.  There’s a great line at one point when they are even considering separation but they say  “don’t end it – mend it”. But that requires faithfulness and unconditional love. And perhaps the presence of the dog symbolically represents this.  Jennifer Aniston talks about it this way
	

	
	Clip

	That’s quite right – I know with my own dog, she offers unconditional love.  In fact, when I look at my dog I am reminded of what the sociologist Peter Berger called “Signals of Transcendence”.  That is the idea that there are some things in this world that point us to a greater reality beyond.  I certainly know that many who hold a newborn baby or gaze out on a beautiful sunset can’t help but think of a deeper reality and significance to life. So, does the unconditional love of a dog point us to some greater form of unconditional love?  Is it possible to be loved no matter what happens, even when all our expectations fall apart and life doesn’t go to plan? Could there still be someone there to love us and welcome us back?  And is this possibly pointing us ultimately to God’s love for us?  I’m reminded of Jesus’ story of the prodigal son
	

	“while he was still a long way off his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him”
	“while he was still a long way off his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him”

	There’s a picture of God’s unconditional love as he waits for us to return to him.  Certainly in my experience it is ultimately through my relationship with God that I have seen broken dreams and failed expectations turn into something better.  And knowing that God is always there for me gives a framework and security for my journey through life.  Of course there are many ways in which God’s love is very different from the love of a dog – not least in the fact that God doesn’t force himself on us – unlike some of the very funny ways that Marley does
	

	
	Clip
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