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3. View Nick Pollard’s version of this programme and the “Clips and graphics only version” – both in relation to this script.

4. Feel free to edit this script, and skip through sections of the clips as appropriate for your needs in the live event where you are presenting it.
Pollard on Film programme: 
Race to Witch Mountain – and a healthy scepticism
	Script
	Visuals 

	Race to Witch Mountain is a remake of the 1975 film Escape to Witch mountain. And the change of title from Escape to Race is significant because the producers really have made this a fast-paced exciting film full of dramatic chase sequences.
	

	
	Are you doing this

	In those chase scenes we see the teenagers, Sara and Seth, demonstrating their powers and evoking different reactions from the adults around them. 
	

	
	Whatever you doing keep doing it

	That was Jack Bruno, a Las Vegas taxi driver who gets caught up in their life and gradually changes his opinion about them.  There are others who know about these alien teenagers & want to find them. One of these is Henry Burke, from military intelligence, who saw their spacecraft land.
	

	
	Spacecraft landing

	Burke wants them captured so they can be dissected and studied - even if it means killing them. So Sara and Seth run and come to Las Vegas where they get into the back of Jack Bruno's taxi.  Right from the beginning he knows they are odd
	

	
	Direction

	When they tell him they are from another planet – he doesn’t believe them but turns it into a joke
	

	
	What alien look like

	Earlier in the film we saw this attitude when he spoke to another character, a scientist called Dr Alex Friedman.  He dropped her off at a convention where she was to deliver a scientific lecture to some rather strange UFO enthusiasts. This is a fascinating scene where we see three different ways of thinking clearly portrayed.
	

	
	Nutjob convention

	So here we have three different ways of thinking.   There is a convention of people who believe in UFOs – and, as we see later in the film, they will believe anything as long as it is exciting and dramatic. They are clearly very gullible.  Then there is the scientist who is sceptical, she is focused on reasoned analysis of facts to form a conclusion, but she is open to the possibility of life beyond this earth.  And finally there is Jack Bruno whom she calls a “closed minded sceptic” indeed many would say that he is simply cynical. So there are three different ways of thinking – being gullible, sceptical or cynical.  They are revealed here in relation to aliens – but they also apply to thinking about any big question.  Most of us would agree that we don’t want to be gullible or cynical – we want to have a healthy scepticism.  But what makes a good healthy scepticism different from being gullible or cynical?
	Gullible

Sceptical

Cynical



	
	Question: “what makes a good healthy scepticism different from being gullible or cynical?”

	Philosophers have identified different types of scepticism. Some talk about a total negative scepticism – a form of nihilism which completely rejects any claims to truth or value.  Then there is what is sometimes called neutral scepticism or  pyrrhonism (named after Pyrrho of Elis who lived in the 3rd cent BC) which holds that we can never be sure of any truth so we shouldn’t make any judgements or express any definite conclusions .  Then there is what David Hume (the 18th cent Scottish philosopher) called mitigated scepticism which argues that there are no ultimate truths or certainties, but life forces us to make choices so we have to live "as if" there are truths. And then there is a methodological scepticism which is a way of seeking answers by asking questions and looking at evidence. This is what Jack Bruno actually adopts as the film progresses – he moves from his cynicism to a methodological scepticism, as he becomes convinced by the evidence.
	total negative scepticism (there is no truth)

neutral scepticism (don’t express any definite conclusions)

mitigated scepticism (live as if there are truths)

methodological scepticism (seek answers by asking questions and looking at evidence)

	
	Pattern of pursuit

	It’s stunts like that which convince him and so he takes Sara and Seth back to Vegas to meet Alex the scientist. 
	

	
	Searching for missing space ship

	Now, of course this is a film and the evidence that is supplied here is fictional. As I understand it, in the real world, there is no convincing evidence for UFOs or life on other planets. But I think there is convincing evidence for a spiritual reality beyond this world. I think there is good evidence that God exists and perhaps a place to look for that is in the miracles of Jesus.  John’s gospel records that “Jesus performed many signs” and “these are written that you may believe.” So there is an invitation to apply the same methodological scepticism to the evidence for Jesus – and to come to your own conclusion about who he is.  Of course if you become a believer in Jesus then, like me, you will still continue your healthy scepticism as you keep thinking about big questions throughout your life.  As indeed Jack Bruno did – even when he believed Sara and Seth’s story he still kept asking questions about them
	“Jesus performed many signs... these are written that you may believe.”

	
	Can you fly this thing
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