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1. Go to this programme page on www.pollardonfilm.com (click on “view all programmes” to see the catalogue). IMPORTANT: If this programme is no longer live on the site it means that the film is no longer in its promotional window and we no longer have the right to provide the clips for you – in that case you will not be able to download the clips for this film and you must NOT use them if you have already downloaded them. (NB The promotional window usually lasts until 6 months after the release of the DVD)
2. Follow the link to download the “Clips and graphics only version”.  NB Unless, by special arrangement with the film company, we are able to make this open-access you will need a current subscription to www.toolsfortalks.com to access the download (the download is free to ToolsForTalks subscribers).
3. View Nick Pollard’s version of this programme and the “Clips and graphics only version” – both in relation to this script.

4. Feel free to edit this script, and skip through sections of the clips as appropriate for your needs in the live event where you are presenting it.
Pollard on Film programme:

Creation and changing your mind
	Script
	Visuals 

	Creation tells the story of Charles Darwin, as he struggles to write and publish On The Origin of Species. This is not the Darwin with whom most people are familiar – old, bearded and austere. Here we see him as a young married man with a family. His relationship with his wife, Emma, is central to the film, because she is a devout Christian and he knows that his theory will be used to challenge her faith. However, Darwin doesn’t hold back from sharing his ideas with his family
	Darwin writing “On the Origin of species.”
Family picnic.

	
	Clip - On the beach, “Everybody step back and look at the rock … full of dinosaurs.”

	Through his careful, rigorous study of nature Darwin becomes increasingly aware of suffering in the world. And more than that, his theory of evolution by natural selection was dependent on the death of those less fitted for survival. It seemed that suffering was built in to the natural world.
	

	
	Clip - Bird on floor dying then being eaten.

	But Darwin’s experience of death is not limited to his field studies. It comes into his own family as he watches his beloved daughter Annie die. Historians record that Annie’s death had a profound impact on Darwin.
	Clip - Annie dying.

	There is some significant dispute over whether it was Annie’s death or his biological studies that led him away from his belief in God. And here I think the film is very useful because it helps us think about the two together. We see Darwin struggling to come to terms with Annie’s death at the same time that he is struggling to come to terms with the implications of his theory. Paul Bettany who plays Darwin puts it this way.
	

	
	Interview – Paul Bettany, “He and his wife were distraught … rob the one balm that his wife had for that pain.”

	Whatever the cause of Darwin’s changing belief about God in the film he is obviously very aware of the impact his book might have upon others
	Clip - “It changes everything … apart from anything else it would break your mother’s heart.”

	So we watch his struggle as both he and Emma wrestle with the consequences of his research
	

	
	Clip - “I’m a scientist … war you cannot win.”

	And so this excellent film raises two crucial questions for all of us. Think for a moment about a belief you have – some view that you hold firmly and deeply. Why is it that you believe this? And what would it take to make you change your mind?
	

	
	Question:
A belief you hold firmly


- why do you believe it?


- what would change 

your mind?

	Let’s look at some principles behind those two questions. First, the reasons why people hold a belief. Recent research has shown that most people hold beliefs for one or more of four reasons. First there are sociological reasons – because my family or culture believes it. Second there are psychological reasons – because the belief gives me meaning or purpose. Third there are deferential reasons – because I was told by my teacher or I read it in a book. And finally there are rational reasons – because the belief is based on the best available evidence, it is soundly argued and it stands up to the strongest objections. So, moving on to the second question - what might make it reasonable for someone to change their mind? Most philosophers accept it is unreasonable to change your mind simply for sociological or psychological reasons. It might be reasonable to change your mind for deferential reasons provided you have a good justification for accepting the source of authority – such as, if God himself said it. But how do we know that the authority is trustworthy? That depends upon the best available evidence, sound argument and standing up to the strongest objections – which is exactly the criteria of the rational basis for belief in the first place. So what did Darwin do? Why did he increasingly turn his back on God?
	Sociological – family or culture

Psychological – meaning or purpose

Deferential – told or read

Rational – evidence and argument

	Certainly he was meticulous at carefully investigating biological evidence.
	Clip - Darwin looking through microscope.

	But did he move away from a belief in God purely for rational reasons? It seems that he was influenced by some of the people around him - so were there sociological reasons for his change? And he clearly was affected by the death of his daughter – so were there psychological factors at work? Whatever led to Darwin’s loss of faith, the fact is that all of us must think carefully about why we believe what we do and what is a reasonable basis for changing our minds. Interestingly the Bible itself, far from endorsing any blind faith, calls us to “test everything and hold on to the good”.
	Clip - Huxley arguing with him.

Clip - Annie’s death.

	
	Bible - Test everything. Hold on to the good.
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