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This script is provided, subject to the copyright notice at the bottom, for you to present your own, adapted, version of this Pollard on Film programme in live events (NOT for broadcast or republication in any form).  To do this...

1. Go to this programme page on www.pollardonfilm.com (click on “view all programmes” to see the catalogue). IMPORTANT: If this programme is no longer live on the site it means that the film is no longer in its promotional window and we no longer have the right to provide the clips for you – in that case you will not be able to download the clips for this film and you must NOT use them if you have already downloaded them. (NB The promotional window usually lasts until 6 months after the release of the DVD)
2. Follow the link to download the “Clips and graphics only version”.  NB Unless, by special arrangement with the film company, we are able to make this open-access you will need a current subscription to www.toolsfortalks.com to access the download (the download is free to ToolsForTalks subscribers).
3. View Nick Pollard’s version of this programme and the “Clips and graphics only version” – both in relation to this script.

4. Feel free to edit this script, and skip through sections of the clips as appropriate for your needs in the live event where you are presenting it.
Pollard on Film programme:

State of Play – and today’s journalism
	Script
	Visuals 

	State of Play begins with a report of the apparent suicide of a young political researcher
	

	
	Sonia died this morning...

	We then follow some journalists as they seek to uncover the truth
	

	
	The casings at the crime scene...

	What makes this such a good film is not just the mystery to solve - it is also the issues it raises about the nature of journalism in today’s fast-paced media age. Different perspectives on this are illustrated by the different characters.
	

	First there's Cal McAffrey played by Russell Crowe.  He is a solid old-school reporter carefully investigating a story before delivering it for the printed page.
	Cal walking (play the silent walking while presenter is speaking, then bring up “I need someone…” after presenter finishes)

	Then there’s Della Frye a new young reporter who writes for the web – with a very different approach from Cal.  Rachel McAdams, who plays Della, reflected recently on this difference.
	

	
	I was really interested…

	And then there's their boss, played by Helen Mirren.  She is under pressure from the paper's owners to do whatever it takes to get readers – which means delivering fast cheap dramatic writing
	

	
	She’s hungry...

	They all become involved in the life of the popular politician Stephen Collins who is played by Ben Affleck.  It was his researcher, a girl called Sonia, who had apparently committed suicide. Sonia and Collins were working together to investigate a hugely wealthy and powerful defence company called PointCorp which he believed was using deception and corruption to secure government contracts.  
	

	
	I’m talking about collusive…

	Actually these two guys were old friends from college – so Stephen also confides how he knows that Sonia’s death was not suicide – even though that means admitting his affair with her
	

	
	Phone message

	What is going on?  The public only know what the media tell them.  Cal’s way of doing journalism was to check the facts and report the truth. Della is used to getting the scandal out quickly on her blog but is challenged by Cal to come back to serious reporting.  And over it all the editor wants to sell newspapers - even if that means creating news not just reporting it – illustrated when another newspaper prints a sexy but untrue story that Cal had turned down
	

	
	I didn’t and I don’t…

	Getting an inside perspective like this makes us all wonder – what kind of journalists would we really like to have writing the news for us?
	

	
	QUESTION…  what kind of journalists would we really like to have writing the news for us?

	Amongst other things I lecture once a year in a college of journalism in Norway. They are committed to the principles of classical journalism such as integrity and accuracy.  Integrity is about reporting the news as it is – not how people want to hear it, integrity is about independence rather than popularity.  Once again Rachel McAdams reflected recently on this aspect of her character.
	

	
	she wants to be popular

	So, in a world of multiple media outlets, each trying to attract readers, how can we maintain the classical principle of integrity?  And what about the principle of accuracy – a commitment to double checking the facts?  R B Brenner, an editor at the Washington Post, who acted as a consultant on this film, recently highlighted the pressure that new media puts on today’s journalists.
	

	
	in the old world…

	The college in which I lecture is embracing new media – but seeking to remain true to the classical principles of journalism.  And part of the reason for its commitment to these is its Christian foundation – the college seeks to be faithful to biblical principles, the kind that led to the phrase “gospel truth”.  Perhaps this is best demonstrated at the beginning of Luke’s gospel in the Bible.  Luke says “Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you”  Luke says he has looked carefully, checked the facts and then written a clear report.  That’s a great way of doing journalism and it gives us confidence in what he wrote.  Perhaps the last word should go to Kevin Macdonald, the film’s Director, who posed this question.
	Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you”  The Bible

	
	What does society look like…
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