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A Sixth Form conference exploring spiritual, moral and citizenship issues








Insert the date and time of the conference here





Conference Goals:


That you enjoy the conference – such that afterwards you want to continue thinking about the big spiritual, moral and citizenship issues in life.


That you are enabled to think more rigorously about your own beliefs and values – such that you are better able to express them and evaluate them co-operatively with your peers and others.


That you have the opportunity to engage with, reflect upon and question a number of different perspectives on the issues.





The philosophy of science


�Some illustrations:
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An important question


To what extent are humans responsible for our actions? Are we really free to make choices?





An important definition


Responsibility:  being answerable for one’s actions and the proper subject for praise or blame 





Thinking more deeply



































(Libertarian) Free Will


�‘Man has free will ... man acts from judgment ... not from a natural instinct, but from some act of comparison in the reason, therefore he acts from free judgment and retains the power of being inclined to various things.’


Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), Summa Theologica Vol. One


‘God created human beings in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. . . And the Lord commanded “You are free. . .” ’ 


The Bible, the book of Genesis


‘freedom… must be the foundation of all moral laws and the consequent responsibility’


Immanuel Kant (1724 – 1804), Critique of Practical Reason
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Formulate and express your argument





Scientists (should) (should not) test Stephen Mobley for a deficiency of monoamine


oxidase….


     


























































































































Mark Scheme:


Declare and justify your worldview


Naturalism 


Supernaturalism	


Argue from this to your view of what a human is


Just physical


More than physical


Argue from this  to your view of freedom & responsibility


(Libertarian) Free Will


Determinism


Argue from this  to your view of what should happen to Stephen Mobley


Should he be tested?


What will you do with the results?























�





Some preliminary thinking


1. Intuitively, do you think Steven Mobley should be tested for a deficiency in monoamine oxidase – and what do you think we should do with the results?


























2. What view of freedom is closest to yours…  Libertarian Free Will / Determinism


3. What worldview is closest to yours… Naturalism / Supernaturalism


4. Are your answers to questions 1, 2 and 3 consistent?   Yes / No








How many times did the white-shirt team pass the ball? ………





What is the age of the youngest person in the picture? ……………

















Should Stephen Mobley be tested to see if his violence is related to a deficiency of monoamine oxidase in his brain?





If he does have this deficiency what should happen to him?
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Determinism


‘nothing taketh beginning from itself… the cause of his will is not the will itself, but something else not in his disposing.’


Thomas Hobbes (1588 – 1679), Liberty and Necessity


‘You… your sense of personal identity and freewill are in fact no more than the behaviour of a vast assembly of nerve cells and their associated molecules’ 


Francis Crick (1916 – 2004), The Astonishing Hypothesis


‘The brain is a causal machine. It goes from state to state as a result of antecedent conditions.’ 


- Patricia Churchland, Philosopher of Mind at University of California














�The science behind the Stephen Mobley case





Summary


 


Monoamine Oxidase is an enzyme which burns up monoamines - such as the neurotransmitter dopamine


Dopamine levels are related to aggression


Different people have different levels of Monoamine Oxidase (it is generally higher in women and older people)


There is some evidence of an association between lower levels of Monoamine Oxidase and acts of criminal violence


There is some evidence of an association between lower levels of Monoamine Oxidase and a particular gene on the X chromosome (men only have one of these, so if it is mutated its effect will be evident).�
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Research Data


 


Ferrari measured the level of dopamine in male rats which were given the opportunity to fight each day at a regular time. Their dopamine levels increased by up to 70% in the hour before the fight. 


Ferrari PF, van Erp AM, Tornatzky W, Miczek KA. Accumbal dopamine and serotonin in anticipation of the next aggressive episode in rats. Eur J Neurosci 2003;17:371-8.





Brunner measured urine samples of a family of particularly violent criminal men. They showed a complete deficiency of monoamine oxidase A (there are two types of monoamine oxidase - A and B). Brunner then analysed their X chromosome. In each of five affected males, a point mutation was identified in the eighth exon of the monoamine oxidase A structural gene. 


Brunner, H. G.; Nelen, M.; Breakefield, X. O.; Ropers, H. H.; van Oost, B. A.   Abnormal behavior associated with a point mutation in the structural gene for monoamine oxidase A. Science 262: 578-580, 1993.
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